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Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, ReStore
There are now more than 500 Habitat for Humanity ReStore programs across the United States and Canada that sell rescued, recycled and donated building materials at a fraction of standard retail costs, with proceeds supporting Habitat’s operations in the local community.

Habitat does not exist to “put poor people into better housing”.  Habitat seeks to “eliminate poverty housing and homelessness from the world, and to make decent shelter a matter of conscience and action”. Any time that anyone does anything to repair substandard housing, it is in keeping with Habitat’s overall mission.  Therefore, providing affordable construction materials so that the community can repair and renovate deteriorating housing stock is a mission-based proposition.  
Where such a venture would be a diversion from core mission for other nonprofit organizations, and cost prohibitive for both public and private entities, Habitat ReStores can engage large groups of volunteers to process large quantities of recycled construction materials as part of our regular programming.  
Habitat’s homes the world over are increasingly improved to be more energy efficient, more cost effective, safer, greener and built with more recycled material and less waste than ever before.  Focusing people’s attention on safe, decent, affordable housing for everyone, while diverting tons of material from local landfills is a natural extension of Habitat’s work.  
The fact that Habitat Affiliates can generate substantial dollars on sheer volume by using one mission-based activity to support another makes the ReStore one of the most sustainable and unique strategies in the nonprofit sector today.  Additionally, partnering with other organizations for ReStore volunteers provides much-needed placement opportunities for agencies that are assisting elder and underserved populations, at-risk youth, Veterans, former offenders, recovering substance abusers, and provides the courts with community service options in lieu of incarceration. 
Habitat for Humanity has established a growing market for low-cost, recycled construction materials throughout North America.  In Cleveland, the local affiliate has seen sustained growth in weekly sales for over two years and is confident that our move to a better facility in 2008 will significantly expand our ability to raise funds, raise awareness, and help the planet while helping each other. 

Please don’t pay to throw it away!  Contact us at www.clevelandrestore.org or call 216-429-3631.
Jeffrey M. Bowen, MNO, CFRE
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